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TO know God’s Word, you have to begin at the
beginning, the book of Genesis. The universe, the
human race, marriage, sin—Genesis records the

beginning of these and more. God'’s dealings with
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph
make crystal clear that God loves and leads his
people—even though they still sin. As you read
Genesis, remember: From the beginning God has
always wanted his people to return his love by
obeying him. He still wants the same from you.
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The Beginning

In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth
was¢® formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and

there was light. ¥God saw that the light
was good, and he separated the light
from the darkness. 5God called the

a2 Or possibly became

light “day,” and the darkness he called
“night.” And there was evening, and
there was morning— the first day.

é6And God said, “Let there be an expanse

between the waters to separate water
from water.” 7So God made the expanse
and separated the water under the ex-
panse from the water above it. And it
was so. 8God called the expanse “sky.”
And there was evening, and there was
morning —the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the sky






