John 14, 15

1 do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.

28 “You heard me say, ‘1 am going
away and I am coming back to you.'
If you loved me, you would be glad
that 1 am going to the Father, for the
Father is greater than 1. 29 [ have told
you now before it happens, so that
when it does happen you will believe.
30] will not speak with you much
longer, for the prince of this world is
coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but
the world must learn that I love the
Father and that I do exactly what my
Father has commanded me.

“Come now; let us leave.

The Vine and the Branches

1 5 1“] am the true vine, and my

Father is the gardener. 2He
cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does
bear fruit he prunesv so that it will be
even more fruitful. 3 You are already
clean because of the word 1 have
spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and
I will remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.

5“0 am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me and
I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.
6If anyone does not remain in me,
he is like a branch that is thrown
away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be given you.
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that ?'ou
bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.

u 2 ‘The Greek for prunes also means cleans.
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9 “As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Now remain in my
love. 101f you obey my commands,
Eou will remain in my love, just as I

ave obeyed my Father's commands
and remain in his love. 111 have told
you this so that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be complete.
12 My command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do what 1 com-
mand. 151 no longer call you ser-
vants, because a servant does not
know his master’s business. Instead,
I have called you friends, for every-
thing that I learned from my Father [
have made known to you. 16 You did
not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you to go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last. Then the Father
will give you whatever you ask in my
name, 17 This is my command: Love
each other.

The World Hates the Disciples

18 “If the world hates you, keep in
mind that it hated me first. 12 If you
belonged to the world, it would love
gu as its own. As it is, you do not

long to the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world. That is
why the world hates you. 20 Remem-
ber the words 1 spoke to you: ‘No
servant is greater than his master.™ If
they persecuted me, they will per-
secute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also.
21 They will treat you this way be-
cause of m&‘name, for they do not
know the One who sent me. 221f I
had not come and spoken to them,
they would not be guilty of sin. Now,
however, they have no excuse for
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