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The Beginning

1  In the be gin ning God cre at-
ed the heav ens and the  earth . 
2 Now the  earth was form less 
and emp ty, dark ness was 
over the sur face of the deep, 
and the Spir it of God was 
hov er ing over the wa ters .

 3 And God said, “Let  there be 
 light,” and  there was  light . 
4 God saw that the  light was 
good, and he sep a rat ed the 
 light from the dark ness . 5 God 
 called the  light “day,” and the 
dark ness he  called “night .” 
And  there was  eve ning, and 

Genesis

Introduction:
The word Genesis means “beginnings.” The book of Genesis is 
about many beginnings —  the beginning of the universe, the begin-
ning of man and woman, the beginning of human sin, the begin-
ning of God’s promises and plans for salvation, and the beginning 
of a special relationship between Abraham and God. Genesis tells 
us about God’s special  people and his plan for their lives. Some of 
these  people are: Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph and his brothers.

Genesis is the first book in the Pentateuch —  a word that means 
five books, and includes the first five books of the Bible. These 
books are also known as the books of the law because they con-
tain God’s instructions and laws for the  people of Israel. Genesis 
is included because it tells the history of how Israel became God’s 
special  people. These five books were most likely written by Mo-
ses, except for the last chapter of Deuteronomy which tells about 
Moses’ death.

Outline of contents:
The universe, the earth and human beings (1:1 – 2:25)
The Fall and the results of sin (3:1 – 5:32)
The story of Noah (6:1 – 9:29)
The scattering of the human race (10:1 – 11:32)
The life of Abraham (12:1 – 25:18)
Isaac and his family (25:19 – 26:35)
Jacob and his sons (27:1 – 37:1)
The life of Joseph (37:2 – 50:26)
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Psalm 23:4 | 859

  and all the families of the 
nations

  will bow down before him,
 28 for dominion belongs to the 

Lord
  and he rules over the 

nations.

 29 All the rich of the earth will 
feast and worship;

  all who go down to the dust 
will kneel before him —  

  those who cannot keep 
themselves alive.

 30 Posterity will serve him;
  future generations will be 

told about the Lord.
 31 They will proclaim his 

righteousness,
  declaring to a people yet 

unborn:
  He has done it!

Psalm 23

A psalm of David.

 1 The Lord is my shepherd, I 
lack nothing.

 2 He makes me lie down in 
green pastures,

  he leads me beside quiet 
waters,

 3 he refreshes my soul.
  He guides me along the right 

paths
  for his name’s sake.
 4 Even though I walk
  through the darkest valley, b

  I will fear no evil,
  for you are with me;

 20 Deliver me from the sword,
  my precious life from the 

power of the dogs.
 21 Rescue me from the mouth of 

the lions;
  save me from the horns of 

the wild oxen.

 22 I will declare your name to my 
people;

  in the assembly I will praise 
you.

 23 You who fear the Lord, praise 
him!

  All you descendants of Jacob, 
honor him!

  Revere him, all you 
descendants of Israel!

 24 For he has not despised or 
scorned

  the suffering of the afflicted 
one;

  he has not hidden his face 
from him

  but has listened to his cry for 
help.

 25 From you comes the theme of 
my praise in the great 
assembly;

  before those who fear you a I 
will fulfill my vows.

 26 The poor will eat and be 
satisfied;

  those who seek the Lord 
will praise him —  

  may your hearts live  
forever!

 27 All the ends of the earth
  will remember and turn to 

the Lord,

a 25 Hebrew him    b 4 Or the valley of the shadow of death    
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Matthew 5:15  | 1505

 6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness,

  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown 

mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called 

children of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are 

persecuted because of 
righteousness,

  for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when peo
ple in sult you, per se cute you and 
false ly say all  kinds of evil  against 
you be cause of me. 12 Re joice and 
be glad, be cause  great is your re
ward in heav en, for in the same 
way they per se cut ed the proph
ets who were be fore you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. 

But if the salt los es its salt i ness, 
how can it be made  salty  again? 
It is no lon ger good for any thing, 
ex cept to be  thrown out and 
tram pled un der foot.

14 “You are the  light of the  world. 
A town built on a hill can not be 
hid den. 15 Nei ther do peo ple  light 
a lamp and put it un der a bowl. 
In stead they put it on its  stand, 
and it  gives  light to  ev ery one in 

im me di ate ly they left the boat 
and  their fa ther and fol lowed 
him.

Jesus Heals the Sick
23 Jesus went through out Gal i

lee, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, 
pro claim ing the good news of 
the king dom, and heal ing ev ery 
dis ease and sick ness  among the 
peo ple. 24 News  about him  spread 
all over Syr ia, and peo ple  brought 
to him all who were ill with var
i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se
vere pain, the de monpos sessed, 
 those hav ing sei zures, and the 
par a lyzed; and he  healed them. 
25 Large  crowds from Gal i lee, the 
De cap o lis, a Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and 
the re gion  across the Jor dan fol
lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon 
on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the 
 crowds, he went up on a 

moun tain side and sat down. His 
dis ci ples came to him, 2 and he 
be gan to  teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the 

earth.

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    
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